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2.9 March 1 ?71 .. 

SPECIAL INFORMATION REPORT 

Tentative Plans for Joint Demonstrations to Commemorate the Third 
Anniversary of the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr •• 
Scheduled from Z-5 April 1971 at New York 

• 
Massive demonstrations principally at New York City have 

been- called by representatives of the..SOuthe.-n Christian Leadership 
Conference, the National Welfare Rights Organizatior:~, the United Farm 
Workers Organizing Committee and the People's Co~lition for Peace 
and Justice to commemorate the King assassination. A partial list of 
the architects of early April activities includes Or. Ralph Abernathy, 
chairman of tbe SCLC; George Wiley, executive director of the NWRO; 
Dave Dellinger, Vietnam Peace Parade Commjttee; Bob Albert .• War 
Tax Resistance> Al Evanoff, District=-65 of the Distributive Workers . · 
Union (New York); A1 Hubbard, Vietnam V~teraris Against the War; and 
Sidney Peck, PCPJ. The participation of Caesar Chavez of the UFWOC 
remains somewhat in doubt. His orgarriz.ation, howeve~: has been 
represented in plan.ning for this event. 

• 

The principal demands of this series of demonstrations will 
be a guaranteed income of $6,500 a year, an end to hunger of the nation's 
15 million hungry, decent jobs for all workers, the right of all workers 
to organize for just pay, the abolition of capital punishment and equal 
justice for the rich and the poor, quality education, the 18-year-old 
vote, an end to the war now, and a total rejection and official repudia- · 
tion of racism in all aspects of American life. 

Cordell Jackson, coordinator for the SCLC (at New York), 
has detailed the fol~owing scenario for this series of demonstrations: 

On Z April the third anniversary of the King assassination 
will be marked in New York by a march on City Hall at noon to demand 
decent housing for welfare recipients. Other actions on Z April will 
include teach-ins .and school assemblies. On Saturday, 3 April, a 
"people to people talk festival 11 will be staged at the Central Park Band 
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.Shell near 7Znd Street. Music iind entertainment wi~l.o~en the festival·. . .. ~ 
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aad a 11people'e meelilll" wm Deatn at attouc 1:oo p.m. Principal 
•chodu.lad ro~ "'- S AprU r•lly •re A\teraath.y, Qeora• 
WJley, Daft Delliaaer, Dorla Turaer of tbe Druc and Hoapital 
Worker• Unioa. J'eanette Wubinatoa wbo ia regional chaii'Dian of 
the NWl\0~ aad Mary Emeay wbo ia repreaeatlas the "People1a 
Peace Treaty." 

I' 

Oa 4 AprU Abernathy reportedly will lead a male .train to 
a larae charch somewhere ln the clty·(not farther identified) where 
he wUI coadact aervlcea. 

. 
• Oa 5 Aprll participaata wlll focaa their attention on the 

"profiteer• of war and po•erty," Ia a march on Wall Street. The 
parade le acbeduled to commeace at 14th Stteet and Unloa Square and 
cont.iaue dowa Broadway culmlnatias ia a rally at tbe.Treuary .Bulldlna 
at 13:30 p.m.. Other particlpaata lD thia march are. reported to be • 
Hosea Williams of Operatioa Breadbasket (a Chic:aco affUiate of SCLC), • 
Democratic Conareaawamaa Bella Absua, and a represeatatl•e from 
the UFWOC. Reportedly, the principal oraanlzatlona for theae four 
daya of actioaa acrose the nation will be joiaed by aroapa of trade 
unlona, peace 1roupa. Nearo, Mexlcim·American and Puerto ltican 
liberation aroupa, ,wamen1a araanizationa,. and ~iYjl riahts aroaps. 
Althoa1h demoutratlons will take place other parta 9l the country, 
apecilic detalla are aparae. The prlndpal actiori'ia definitely planned 
for New York City where .the principal leaders of all participating 1roupa 
wlll be found on this weekend. Planaed events for New York should draw 
larae numbers of people, moatly Nearoea and'youna radical whites .. 
From press co•eraae carried receatly in 'the Dally World, it appears 
that thla eYent Ia fully endoraed and probably supported by the CPUSA. 
It additionally baa been reported that financ'ial aaaietance baa come 
from the PCPJ. 

. Dlaruptiona wlU probably occur on Monday the 5th. but 
violence doea not appear to bet on the schedule and probably will not 
occur. 
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